THE    LAST   DAYS    OF   MADRID

There actually happened what might be called the
self-demobilisation of the Republican Army, and it took
place under such excellent conditions that in spite of the
fact that 800,000 men were concerned, we did not have to
regret one single act of violence, nor to contemplate the
terrible sight of a disorderly retreat.

On the contrary, everything was done with a calm and
orderliness which were really impressive and a true
reflection of our people's great sense of responsibility.
And I say our people's because this was a People's Army,
with officers, in most cases, coming from the ranks, that is
to say from among the non-combatant classes, though
militant members of Republican parties and workers' and
peasants' organisations.

The Nationalists abused their own position and instead
of success their inexplicable behaviour earned them a
complete failure. On the afternoon of the 26th, the
Generalissimo's peace concessions were announced by
radio. The Republican troops wanted peace, though they
would have remained at their posts if the Senior Officers
and Officers had demanded it of them. But evidently the
officers had gathered from the Generalissimo's offer that
they had nothing to fear if they did not resist. They knew
that the enemy's offensive was imminent, they were
aware that they could do nothing against its drive, and
that what resistance they could put up would mean a
great number of dead, and subsequent loss of life and
liberty. Also they realised the possibility that the enemy,
once he had started his offensive and met with resistance,
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